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THE PROBLEM OF VERBAL
COMMUNICATION IN THE POLYETHNICAL

EDUCATIONAL SPACE
Kostromina T.A.

Kursk state medical university, Kursk

The integration of the educational space in Europe
and in the world is characterized by marked migrational
processes. This phenomenon facilitates the expansion of
cross-cultural communication and signifies the role of the
verbal communication.

The success of the verbal communication is ensured
by a contact language and by the level of the communica-
tion competence of the participants of the interaction. The
choice of the language of international communication
provides the unity of the polyethnic educational space.

In the modern world the priority usually belongs to
the English language as a contact language with an inter-
national status. But in every country the English language
has developed its national variants, differing in their func-
tions and use from its metropolitan variant, which is de-
termined by the socio-cultural environment of the lan-
guage development and functioning. Different national
variants of the English language aggravate the communi-
cation, creating language barriers, which entail social,
cognitive and psychological barriers.

In Russia, like in other countries, there are higher
educational establishments conducting the professional
training of foreign students in English. Thus in the Kursk
state medical university students from Africa and South-
East Asia get their professional education in English.

The results of the research of their verbal communi-
cation enabled us to prove the hypothesis, according to
which the communication problems of foreign students in
the polyethnic educational space are determined by a low
level of their communication (cross-cultural) competence,
which, in its turn, depends on socio-cultural environment
of development and functioning of the bilingualism. Up to
25% of foreign students are faced with bilingual commu-
nication problems. The necessity of an organized period
of the socio-lingual adaptation (the period of adaptation of
language users to the situations of another language func-
tioning) of foreign students to the polyethnic educational
space becomes evident. This requires the elaboration of
strategies and tactics of coping with communication prob-
lems.
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: «…
psychology, too, has been buffeted by a dialectic between
sense and sensibility. In the first half of this century, psy-
chologists emphasized reason, thinking, problem solving,
and behavior; they ignored the nonrational, emotional,
and impulsive. Today, of course, psychologists have be-

come once again interested in emotion» [Hatfield 1994:
186].

: «Emotions have experienced a hard fate
within the conceptual system of psychology until recently.
According to the classical, generally accepted and culti-
vated views, emotions are in opposition to cognition:
emotions are the irrational aspects of our nature» [Bodor
1997: 196]. -

.  .  ,  
 [Heller 1979:

182].
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